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TEDx Breda Pitch night winner

Spoke at TEDxBreda event 2019:
How hitchhiking to work
changed my view on life completely

Talking to strangers makes you happy
Abundance of good people
Asking for help
Standing up for something
Letting go of controle



Speaker mobility congres

• Dutch mobility congresses / meetings: 2015- present

• Shared Mobility Rocks – Brussels 2019

• Dutch National Traffic Engineering congres 2023:

Winner Best Paper Award









Survey “Hitchhiking in the Netherlands”
2014

Kampioen – ANWB
Royal Dutch Tourist Assosciation

Number of respondents: 791 car owners
59% male, 41% female
Average age 51 years (range: 21- 93 years)



Do you ever take hitchhikers? N=767

38,3 % 
No

62,7% 
Yes / I would like to

Why not? Why?

79,6% thinks it’s dangerous 61,3% I like to help people

29,9% I never see them 49,5 % I used to hitchhike and would like to give
something back now

6,1% no room in the car 45%  It’s a fun way to meet other people

5,4% no time for that 5,5% I can use the company

4,8% I can’t stop safely

“I like to listen to jazz-pianists while I drive. That’s not possible with hitchhikers.
Nor is it with my wife by the way.”



Why wouldn’t you hitchhike to work?

It isn’t an option in my mind
I don’t want to be late
I think it’s dangerous
I think it’s uncomfortable / too much effort
I rather cycle
I need my car at work
My route is difficult to hitchhike (have to switch too often)

N=778



N=426





Image

→



Hitchhiking vs. Carpoolapps (1)

• Matching the ride beforehand in any way = carpooling

• BlablaCar, Klokan, Automaatje, Nabogo

• Downsides:

– Need many users

– The ride you search for is not available

– Losing your flexibility and freedom because of the agreed time and place (this

applies for both driver and hitchhiker)

• Most important downside: you miss the large group of people who is willing

to take a hitchhiker (+/- 63% of drivers), but who does not want to carpool.

• Upside: ‘certainty’ en ‘safety’



Hitchhiking vs. Carpoolapps (2)

• Biggest challenge for carpoolapps: finding enough users who offer rides

• Biggest challenge hitchhiking initiatives: finding enough “users” who want a 

ride





Fkes meerijden

Tops

- The name

- The hitchhiking bench

Challenges

- How does the driver know he/she is supposed to stop and take the person?

- There is one stop for both directions: very contra-intuitive

- When does the destination dissapear from the marque/matrix board?

- How does the hitchhiker get home ?





Mitfahrbank
Mitfahrverband



Hitchwiki

https://hitchmap.com/




Criteria Hitchhiking spot

• On the main/exit road

• Preferably after a crossroad or roundabout (ideally with traffic lights)

• Enough room to make a safe stop

• Sufficient view on the hitchhiking spot/hitchhiker (from 50-100 meters)

• Speed limit of 50 km/hour. Decision time = 3-5 seconds to decide if the

driver wants to take the hitchhiker

• You must be able to get there legally (hitchhiker)

• You must be able to stop there legally (driver)



Call to the Mobility alderman of all the
(342) municipalities in the NL

 

No content-related respons: 118 (34%) municipalities

Dismissive response: 135 (40%) municipalities
- No staff or financial capacity
- This is not a job for the municipality
- You can hitchhike wherever you like, why appoint spots?
- In our mobilityplan we focus on bike an bus

Positive response: 89 (26%) municipalities
- We will take it further into our meetings/vision/mobihubs
- Online or meeting on location with 40 (11,7%) 

municipalities



Advice locations hitchhiking spots 
for municipalities

https://www.google.com/maps/@52.0038695,4.6920378,10.5z/data=!4m2!6m1!1s1K2txyheUPUU3lHZRczqLQSJNK_vZegw?authuser=0&entry=ttu


Education

www.veiligliften.com



Quality mark
“Hitchhiking friendly community”



Status quo 2-2-2024

• Talked to 40 municipalities
• Most of them are discussing it internally
• 8 have declined after all or are not expected to do 

anything with it
• 4 municipalities have agreed on restoring or creating new 

hitchhiking spots:
– Nijmegen: 2 locations opening 14-3-24!
– Zutphen: 5 locations
– Harderwijk: 2 locations
– Zeewolde: 1 locations

• 1 municipality want’s to just spread the education, they
don’t need a sign



Main goals foundation

 

• Short distances; before or after transport, transport poverty, faillure
public transport (structural/incidental)

• Interesting locations; near trainstations, mobihubs, P+R’s
• Existing and new hitchhiker
• Change of image
• Facilitating hitchhiking by creating safe hitchhiking spots: 

– Getting it back in the streetview -> in the minds of people
– Increasing traffic safety

• Creating a uniformal traffic sign for a hitchhiking spot
• Education; folder and website
• Foldable whiteboard hitchhiking board
• A map of safe hitchhiking locations of the whole of NL
• Quality mark: Hitchhiking friendly municipality



Relevant links and contact info:

- www.nederlandlift.nl

- www.veiligliften.com

- TEDxtalk on youtube

LinkedIN profile

mlknippenberg@gmail.com

Twitter: @mlknippenberg

Phone: 06-40614736

http://www.nederlandlift.nl/
http://www.veiligliften.com/
https://youtu.be/oDUwvql-bFs?si=sH2dhg18hDKQHAws
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marjanknippenberg/
mailto:mlknippenberg@gmail.com
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